
Grace Notes 
    November 27, 2022 

Mission Statement 
   

To draw people to Christ, 
nourish their spirits, and 

prepare them for service to God, 
the Church, and the world. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES OF THE WEEK 
 Sunday, November 27 

   1st Sunday in Advent 

           8:30  am Worship Service 

           9:45  am Sunday School 

         10:30  am Chancel Choir 

         11:00  am Worship Service 

 Monday, November 28 

          9:00  am Grace In Motion Walkers (gym) 

          11:00 am Julie Godwin Funeral 

             1:00 pm Organist Rehearsal   

  Tuesday, November 29 

           3:00  pm Organist Practice 

          5:30  pm Boot Camp 

   Wednesday, November 30 

         9:30  am Women’s Bible Study 

        10:00  am Staff Meeting 

        11:15  am Yoga 

        11:30  am Carl Humphrey Memorial 

          6:15  pm Grace Ringers 

          7:30  pm Chancel Choir 

    Thursday, December 1 

        10:30 am UMW/Women United in Faith 

          5:30  pm  Boot Camp 

          7:00  pm  Basketball 

  Friday, December 2 

          9:00  am Organist practice  

           9:00  am Grace In Motion Walkers (gym) 

  Saturday, December 3 

         3:00  pm Coastal Buds year end party 

Sunday, December 4 

   2nd Sunday in Advent 

          8:30 am Worship Service 

           9:45 am Sunday School 

         10:30 am Chancel Choir 

         11:00 am Worship Service 

           5:00 pm Nativity Play and Chili Supper  

   *************************************************** 

In-person/Online Attendance & Offering   
for 11/20/2022    

 
In-person Worship Service:  
             8:30 am         38  
 11:00 am                      214 
Online Worship Service:                              117 
 

Operating Funds Given                       $      16,035 
Building Preservation            $          280 
 
October 
Operating Funds Given YTD           $    516,758 
Operating Expenses YTD           $    579,624 
Balance                                           $   (62,866) 

October 
Annual Bld. Preserv. Receipts            $     47,607 
Annual Bld. Preserv. Fund Exp.          $     31,216 
Balance                        $     16,390 

 

Apportionments are paid through October. 
  

On-line Sunday Worship Services Continue  
 

The service will be available Sunday starting  

at 4:00 pm   
This is the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCAK2Z36cUQ1JzE6Ye7TzcGg 

 

Grace United Methodist Church 
401 Grace Street 

Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
 

email:  graceumc@gracedowntown.net 
910.763.5197; Fax  910.763.4108 
website:  gracedowntown.church 

 

Give through Paypal at our website or 
Square  

by using this QR Code 

(point your phone camera  

at the box and click on the link that 
appears). 

Drivers needed! 
We are looking for a few Grace members, with a good 
driving record, and the ability to drive a 15 passenger 
bus, to serve on a rotating team to provide 
transportation for some of our members on Sundays. If 
you would like to serve the church in this capacity, 
please contact trustee gumctrustees1@gmail.com for 
details and requirements. " 

Baby Basket in Welcome Center 
The Nurture Committee has created a 
beautiful baby basket in the Welcome 
Center to welcome one of the youngest 
additions to the Grace Church extended 
family. Kanan Paul Martinez was born 
to Jada and Sean Martinez on Sunday, October 23rd. 
Most of you know that Jada is our Director of Youth 
Ministries.  
 
You are invited to place a useful baby item or gift card 
in the basket, which will be presented to the family in 
the next few weeks. 
 

GRACE STAFF 
  

Rev. Benton W. Oakes, III M.Div. - Senior Pastor 

Jerry Cribbs  -  Director of Music Ministries 

Leslie Bergbower -  Organist 

Kelsey Keenan -  Director of Children’s Ministry 

Jada Martinez -  Director of Youth Ministry 

Janet Keenan—Nursery Leader 

Rich McKeon—Custodian 

Ginny Peterson—Director of Operations and  

         Admin. 

Charles Sanders  -  Accountant 

To contact any staff by email use this format: 
firstname@gracedowntown.net 

It's a Wonderful Time of the Year!                        
Are you looking for that perfect Christmas gift? How 
about a beautifully engraved brick in memory or in 
honor of a loved one. The bricks will be placed in the 
garden around the columns under the portico. 
Brochures are available in the Welcome Center or 
contact Karen Evans or Sally Barnes with questions. 

Altar Flowers 
Thank you to all who donated 
Altar flowers in 2022! 
These are a lovely addition in 
our Sanctuary, and we hope 
you will continue to support this 
endeavor with your dedications 
for the new year.  
 

Beginning in January 2023, the altar flower price will 
increase in 2023 to $50 per side to cover the florist 
expense. Sign up on the 2023 chart in the Welcome 
Center. Or, call the Welcome Desk (910) 763-5197 or 
email Ginny, ginny@gracedowntown.net, to find out if 
a date is available. 
 



Prayer Requests 

ETN1 Anthony Augustine, USN 

LCpl. John Capwell, USMC 

Sgt. Tim Cobaugh, USMC 

Col. John Delaney, USA 

Ens. Elizabeth Downing, USN 

E3 Hadden Scott Dubel, USN 

E6 William Chase Dubel, USA 

E3 Caylen Folmar, USAF 

E3 Taylor Folmar, USN 

Sgt. Alex Gifford, USMC 

Maj. Jason T. Hill, USSF 

SFC Letty Long, USA 

SFC Woodrow Long, USA 

Capt. Benjamin Mabee, USMC 

LCpl. Seth Mack, USMC  

PFC Schuyler Marshall, USA 

SSg. Emily Olinger, USAF 

Pvt. Steven Patterson, USA 

Sgt. James Pritchett, USA 

CDR Kevin Ringelstein, USN 

Col. Amy Moore Russo, USAF 

Capt. Brandon Showers, USMC 

AB Michael Sloan, USAF 

Capt. Robert Stockman, USMC 

Michael Tate, USA 

E2 Cassie Wenz, USMC 

Sandy Miller 

Alexandria Oakley 

Carolyn Parker 

Joan Pence 

Karen and Charlie Reap 

Jessica Rector 

Rod Roberts 

Jerry Smith 

Aaron Swaney 

Donna Tripp 

 

  
 

 

 

Don Addona 

Jim Alban 

Wayne Blalock 

Larry Burnette 

Family of Marie Dubel 

Larry Florea 

Martin Ginocchio 

The Godwin family 

Family of Ruth Guthrie 

Mark Hansen 

Francis Hart 

Family of Carl Humphrey 

Lori Jones  

Debbie King 

Brian Little 

      Please keep the following military persons in your prayers: 

If you have a prayer request, please contact Marilee Tremlett at mtrem3@icloud.com . 

Help Support Our Youth Mission Trip 
Help support our youth this summer as they travel to 
Pennsylvania to do construction on low income housing 
with TEAMeffort! This month we are continuing our 
envelope fundraiser that can be found in the Welcome 
Center with varying amounts. Below are some 
testimonials from a few of our youth why this trip is 
important to them: 
 

“I am so excited for next year’s mission trip! I want to go 
because I love being able to help people and connect 
with other believers from all around. This year, we got 
the opportunity to help build a deck for a lady who 
needed it and be able to talk with her and spread God’s 
love. In the evening we all worshiped and connected 
together which was amazing. I can’t wait for the next 
one!” -Sarah L. 
 

“My favorite experience at the mission camp was fishing 
at the lake as well as swimming.”  

Come for the Nativity play, Stay for the Chili 
Our Children & Youth program is presenting “The 
Nativity Play” with a Chili Dinner following. The play is 
on Sunday, December 4th at 5:00 pm. Please RSVP for 
the dinner and include the number in your party in the 
additional insert to the bulletin or at the Welcome Desk. 
We will be accepting donations at the dinner to go 
towards the youth mission trip in July 2023. Hope to 
see you there!! 

Gracelettes Annual Ornament Exchange  
The Gracelettes Annual Ornament 
Exchange will be held on December 8th at 
6:00 pm at 686 Coniston Dr. Bring a 
wrapped ornament and an appetizer or 
dessert to share.—Jess Phillips 

The Harmony Belles, will lead us into the Christmas season with 
their special a capella singing!  They will provide entertainment at 
the next UMW meeting on Thursday, December 1, at 10:30 in the 
gym.  See more below. Light refreshments will be shared.  

The Harmony Bells are coming! 
The December meeting of UMW/Women United in Faith 
will be held in the Bullock Activity Center at 10:30 am 
on Thursday, December 1.  Hostesses Renate Cooper 
and Joanne Hamilton will provide refreshments. The 
Harmony Belles will present a program of traditional 
and contemporary Christmas music which is 
guaranteed to get you into the Christmas spirit. 
Members are encouraged to come and bring a friend. 
Non-members are welcomed as well to join us and 
share this very special treat.  
 

In the spirit of Christmas, we are asking you to bring a 
new unwrapped toy for a child this Christmas. Your 
generous donations will be taken to Sister Isaac Center 
for distribution to children of families in need during this 
season.  
 

If you have completed winter dresses for Methodist 
Home for Children foster kids, please bring them to the 
church by December 1 so they can be picked up and 
distributed to the children before Christmas. UMW has 
donated long sleeved T-shirts to accompany each dress 
Thank you to all who have helped sew pillowcase 
dresses for our Haiti and Methodist Home for Children 
missions.    

A Big Thank You! 
Thank you to the Altar Guild for the beautiful 
altar display for Thanksgiving and to Debbie 
Cole for setting up the Chrismon tree! 
Poinsettia envelopes and information will be 
inserted beginning next week to collect money for our 
upcoming Poinsettia Mission project.  



Be an Angel-Pick up an Angel 
The Angel Tree offers you the chance to share the 
joy of Christmas with a local child and/or 
family. The tree is now up in the Welcome Center!  
The Angel gift tags belonging to children and families 
in the Wilmington area are provided by the Methodist 
Home for Children. The tag contains a wish list of 
items, the child’s name, age, clothing sizes, 
and gift ideas. It is not expected that everything on 
the tag be purchased by the same person; 
it’s suggested that 3-4 items be purchased by each 
person wishing to help this holiday season. 
If you would like to help but selecting a tag and 
shopping are not of interest to you, consider 
contributing a gift card to a local grocery store, 
Target, Walmart, Dollar General, Dollar Tree, local 
restaurant, or fast food restaurant. Please do not 
wrap the gifts. We hope you enjoy shopping for 
these special gifts, and that the experience brings 
you and the recipients Christmas joy. 
 
Please remember to include the tag when you return 
the items. All gifts must be returned by Sunday, 
December 4, 2022. Please feel free to reach out to 
Grace UMC church member Regina Milihram at 703-
863-8461 with any questions or concerns you may 
have. 

12/1 Reagan Phillips 

12/3 Ron Downing 

 Vic McKoy 

12/4 Jennifer Wright 

12/5 Carol Gardner 

 Cindee Stetson 

               Gary Miller 

12/6 Rebecca Lee 

12/8 Jennifer Rasmussen 

12/9 Kim Olinger 

12/11 Jean Starke 

12/12 Bev Holcomb 

12/15 Nolan Layton 

 Sydney Ahlers 

               Jan Kinney 

12/16 Rob Ross 

12/18 Joan Cunningham 

 Tommy Dail 

 Maggie Cissel 

12/19 Harper Fiddler 

12/20 Debbie Hartzell 

12/22 Zackary Edwards 

 Debbie Earley 

 Helen Dillon 

12/23 Jean Ballard  

12/24 Manaline Gibson 

12/25 Jim Conley 

 Judy Heath 

12/26 Dick Hyde 

 Avery Phillips 

12/27 Jane Phipps 

 Sam Gorham 

               Carol Worth 

               Becky Varner 

12/28 Nancy Zigler 

 Braden Lester 

 Michele Jones 

12/30 Grant Cline 

12/31 Meg Guthrie 

 Judy Smith 

December Birthdays 

 


