
Grace Notes 
    March 19, 2023 

Mission Statement 
   

To draw people to Christ, 
nourish their spirits, and 

prepare them for service to God, 
the Church, and the world. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES OF THE WEEK 
 Sunday, March 19 

          UMCOR Sunday 

  8:30 am Worship Service 

  9:45 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Chancel Choir 

11:00 am Worship Service 

12:15 pm Nurture Meeting 

  5:00 pm WAVES 

Monday, March 20 

  9:00 am Grace In Motion Walkers (gym) 

  1:30 pm Caregivers Support 

  5:00 pm Lion Heart Basketball 

  7:00 pm Trustees mtg. 

Tuesday, March 21 

  9:00 am Organist Practice 

  9:00 am Bible Book Club 

  5:30 pm Coastal BUDS Down to Cook 

  5:30 pm Bootcamp 

  6:30 Admin Council 

  7:00 pm Lion Heart Basketball 

Wednesday, March 22 

10:00 am  Staff Meeting 

11:15 am  Yoga 

  4:00 pm  Organist Practice 

  4:00 pm  Lion Heart BB 

  6:00 pm  Special Olympics 

  6:15 pm  Grace Ringers 

  7:30 pm  Chancel Choir 

Thursday, March 23 

  5:30 pm Bootcamp 

  5:30 pm Coastal BUDS Down to Cook 

  6:30 pm Basketball 

Friday, March 24 

  9:00 am Grace In Motion Walkers (gym) 

  9:00 am Organist practice 

Saturday, March 25 
          

Sunday, March 26 

  8:30 am Worship Service 

  9:45 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Chancel Choir 

11:00 am Worship Service 

 Social Graces potluck 

  5:00 pm WAVES 

 
 

*************************************************** 

In-person/Online Attendance & Offering   
for 3/12/2023  

 

In-person Worship Service:  
                          8:30 am            24 
     11:00 am     164 
Online Worship Service:                                75 
 

Operating Funds Given                    $        10,911 
Budget receipts needed weekly  $        13,912 
Building Preservation Given  $            940 

 

 

Apportionments paid through Feb.       
  

On-line Sunday Worship Services Continue  
 

The service will be available Sunday starting  

at 4:00 pm   
This is the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCAK2Z36cUQ1JzE6Ye7TzcGg 

 

Grace United Methodist Church 
401 Grace Street 

Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
 

email:  ginny@gracedowntown.net 
910.763.5197; Fax  910.763.4108 
website:  gracedowntown.church 

 

Give through Paypal at our website or 
Square  

by using this QR Code. 

(point your phone camera  

at the box and click on the link that 
appears). 

Easter Egg Hunt planned 
Come and join us April 2nd 4-6pm for our 
Easter Event. Everyone is invited to join in 
on the fun as we have the egg hunt, 
games, music, pizza, and more! We will 
have separate rooms set up for egg hunting based 
on different age groups. The egg hunt will be for 
ages infancy- 11 years old!  
 
We will have a basket for candy donation located in 
the welcome center and are thankful for any 
donations we may receive! 
 

-Kelsey Keenan 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Special Services 
Bring a friend and join us this Palm Sunday 

and Holy Week! 
Palm Sunday, April 2, 8:30 & 11:00 am-  
Celebrating Jesus triumphant ride into Jerusalem  
  

Maundy Thursday Worship Service, April 6, 7pm 

Including the Stripping of the Altar 
   

Good Friday Worship, April 7, 7 pm   
 

Resurrection Sunday April 9, 8:30 & 11:00 am  -  
- a triumphant celebration of our Risen Lord! 

Please bring long stem flowers to put in the wire 
cross at the front of the sanctuary before each 
service.  It transforms the rugged cross into a 
beautiful representation of the new life that breaks 
forth at Easter through Jesus.  

Rev. Dr. Jack Jones Preaching on March 26th! 
Join us for worship throughout this Lenten season, 
and we especially encourage you to worship with us 
on Sunday, March 26th, as Grace UMC member 
Rev. Dr. Jack Jones will preach at 8:30 am, and 
11:00 am! 

No Bible Book Club this Tuesday, March 21st 
There is no Bible Book Club this Tuesday, March 
21st, at 9:00 am, as Pastor Benny will be in Sanford 
for a meeting with the Board of Ordained Ministry. 
We’ll have lots to discuss on Tuesday, March 28th, 
as we will have read the rest of Judges, Ruth, and 1 
Samuel. As a reminder, anyone can join at any time! 
Don’t worry about ‘catching up,’ just begin with    
today’s readings! God’s Word transforms lives! 

Social Graces is next Sunday! 
Reminder that the Social Graces kickoff potluck is 
Sunday, March 26.  We are looking forward to this 
opportunity for food and fellowship and get to know 
each other better. 



Prayer Requests 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ETN1 Anthony Augustine, USN 

LCpl. John Capwell, USMC 

Sgt. Tim Cobaugh, USMC 

Col. John Delaney, USA 

Ens. Elizabeth Downing, USN 

E3 Hadden Scott Dubel, USN 

E6 William Chase Dubel, USA 

E3 Caylen Folmar, USAF 

E3 Taylor Folmar, USN 

Sgt. Alex Gifford, USMC 

Maj. Jason T. Hill, USSF 

SFC Letty Long, USA 

SFC Woodrow Long, USA 

Capt. Benjamin Mabee, USMC 

LCpl. Seth Mack, USMC  

PFC Schuyler Marshall, USA 

SSg. Emily Olinger, USAF 

Pvt. Steven Patterson, USA 

Sgt. James Pritchett, USA 

CDR Kevin Ringelstein, USN 

Col. Amy Moore Russo, USAF 

Capt. Brandon Showers, USMC 

AB Michael Sloan, USAF 

Capt. Robert Stockman, USMC 

Michael Tate, USA 

E2 Cassie Wenz, USMC 

The family of Beth Steelman 

Aaron Swaney 

Jack Thomas 

Kim Thorburn 

Donna Tripp 

  

 

 

Dan Barnes 

Tammy Cauthorn-Burnette 

Marilyn Cooper 

Sterling Foster 

Julie Hamilton 

Tom and Debbie Jones 

Frank Michaels 

Mary Neal 

Jason Powers 

Gary Rowe 

Darleen Sessions and Bob 

      Please keep the following military persons in your prayers: 

If you have a prayer request, please contact  

Marilee Tremlett at mtrem3@icloud.com . 

Reminder, Free Cape Fear Chorale Concert, 
April 2 at 4pm 
Join the Cape Fear Chorale at Kenan Auditorium,  
on April 2nd at 4 pm, led by artistic director Aaron 
Peisner, for a celebration of the ensemble’s twenty-
fifth season. Musical selections will include favorites 
from past concerts, including works by Mozart, 
Brahms, Rachmaninoff, Undine S. Moore, and many 
more. Former director Jerry Cribbs will be honored 
with the title of Conductor Emeritus, and the winner 
of the newly established Jerry Cribbs Scholarship  
for vocal musicians and music educators will be 
announced.  

Thank you Grace Church Community! 
My family and I wish to thank the members of Grace 
for their many cards, gifts visits and calls in Carol’s 
memory. Grace Church was everything to Carol: its 
ministry, congregation and choir. She would be so 
grateful for your many remembrances. 
—Jim Ballard 

Easter Lily Dedications  
Today’s Grace UMC bulletins contain  
envelopes for our Easter Lily mission. 
Those will be for donations to missions. 
Please fill out these envelopes to honor or 
memorialize a person during worship on 
Resurrection Sunday, April 9, when the 
altar will be decorated with beautiful lilies. A list of 
all the dedications will be included in the bulletin 
that day. A donation of $5-$10 per name is 
suggested.  
 

After worship that Sunday, the lilies will be delivered 
to Grace Church members who are no longer able 
to attend church services. All donations and 
dedication information must be in the church office 
no later than Monday, March 27 so that the names 
can be printed in the Easter Bulletin.  

Walk or run for a good cause! 
 

HOPE RUN is taking place locally at 
Long Leaf Park on Sunday, 4/23/23 
from 4-6:30pm, and virtually anytime 
between 4/1 and 4/23 benefitting 
Journey to Heal Ministries! Its 
mission is to help raise awareness 
and support for survivors during Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month (#SAAM). Hope 
Run has partnered with It's Go Time and Fleet Feet of 
Wilmington to ensure a safe and fun event.  
 

Grace Outreach Committee is hoping to create a team 
to walk or run as an in-person team on April 23rd!  To 
do so, they need to hear from you if you are 
interested. More information will be forthcoming but as 
you are considering participating, visit the race 
registration website at www.runsignup.com/
jthmhoperun, or email Karen or Sally at their emails: 
evans493@gmail.com; sallymbarnes11754@yahoo.com. 

New Palms for Palm Sunday 
This year, Grace UMC will buy 
its palms for Palm Sunday from 
Eco-palms. These are 
sustainably harvested, and 
sourced from communities in 
Guatemala and Mexico. Through the program, the  
harvesters are guaranteed a fair wage.  
  

At one time, over-harvesting of palms was a big 
problem with export firms. The firms would pay by 
volume, then throw away large amounts that aren't 
export-quality. This over-harvesting damages forests. 
Through Eco-Palms, harvesters are paid for the 
quality of the palms harvested, not the quantity. The 
community harvests, packages and sells the palms 
itself. With less overhead, more of the profits goes to 
the growers. With an eye to the future, the local 
communities are motivated to protect the forest. 
  

Organizations representing the United Methodist 
Church the Presbyterian Church, Lutherans and 
others support this project including UMCOR.  

Turn Dresses into dreams! Volunteer with CC 
 We are less than two weeks away for our 
prom shopping events and Cinderella's 
Closet is still in need of volunteers, 
especially if you know how to sew.  We need 
anyone that can do minor alterations and 

devote some time to turn dresses into dreams on 
March 31st and April 1st.   

  

We are also still looking for some Fairy Godmothers 
for the evening of March 31st when we have the most 
shoppers signed up.  Please contact Hope Inman this 
week to sign up to help at the email address: 
CinderellasClosetILM@gmail.com 
  

Finally, we would love to see 
anyone in the church come out on 
Thursday, March 30th from 6-8pm 
to help us set up the 2nd floor 
Education Wing into our Cinderella 
Prom Shop!  We need help setting 
up shoes, jewelry, and other items 
that we will give out over the weekend.  Thank you for 
your support in making this a successful event for 
Grace and for the community! 

mailto:https://www.runsignup.com/jthmhoperun
mailto:https://www.runsignup.com/jthmhoperun
mailto:evans493@gmail.com?subject=HopeRun
mailto:sallymbarnes11754@yahoo.com?subject=Hope%20Run


Please check the  
appropriate box or boxes 
and place in the offering 
basket. 

 
□ Would like to join Grace United Methodist Church. 

□ Need Grace UMC name tag(s). 
□ Change of address, phone number, or email. 

 
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:______________________________________  Email:____________________________________________ 

Deadline for Migrant Worker Kits is March 22 
  

Last Call for the kits that United Methodist Women 
make and assemble as a ministry. This ministry is an 
important phase of our outreach, to North Carolina 
migrant workers. These drawstring bags are made 
from 1 yard of heavy fabric and contain personal 
toiletries for the workers. Many of these workers 
arrive with nothing, so these toiletries are certainly 
appreciated. These are the people that pick our food 
and are here in the country legally. 
  

Below you will find a list of items that are needed to 
put in the bags. There will be a container in the 
Welcome Center for you to place your items. There 
will be a list of items needed on the easel by the bin. 
We hope to have some bags made in the bin, so if 
you would like to fill a bag, please take one. If you 
would prefer to make a monetary donation, we will be 
happy to do the shopping for you. If you have any 
questions, contact Dianna Florea at 398-8790. 
  
IN ADDITION: 
We will be collecting buttoned, long sleeved shirts 
this year. They can be used shirts so it is a great time 
to clean out your closets.  
  
● Single package toothbrushes with container 
● Toothpaste 
● Dental floss 
● Soap and plastic soap container with lid 
● New bath towel 
● New washcloth 
● Disposable razors 
● Hand (body lotion) 
● Shampoo 
● Comb and hair brush 
● Safety pins 
● Band-aids (reg. Size strips) 
● Metal nail file 
● Deodorant 
  

Thank you in advance for your help and contributions 
to this worth mission.  

2Share Repurposes Grace unneeded furniture  

The two couches and chairs that were in the 
Travelers Classroom have now been given to 
2Share, an organization that helps families in need. 
The following is a little more about this great 
community resource and their thank you. 
 

Thank you for your recent donation. Thanks to your 
gift and those from others in the community, in the 
first quarter of the year 2S hare has served: 

• 2 single moms who recently lost teenagers to gun 
violence, one of them suffered eviction, both are 
just moving into housing from transition 
situations; 

• 3 foster families totaling 7 children needing beds 
and other furnishings; 

• 5 clients (3 single moms) relocating because of 
domestic violence; 

• 9 clients who were previously homeless, 
including 3 families; 

• 13 families who for one reason or another had 
lost basically all of their furnishings (black mold, 
infestation, theft, eviction, fire).  

 

These families include more than 40 children and 34 
single parents with children. 

Would you like to help?  2Share is always in need of 
essential furniture in good condition as well as the 
donation of new bedding, pillows and basic 
kitchenware. We are always looking for able bodied 
individuals interested in working four hours on a 
Saturday morning at least once month.  Finally we 
are in need of additional financial support (individual 
and organization) to ensure that we will be able to 
provide new beds and other essentials as needed 
throughout the year. In 2022 we served more than 
700 people and did so at a cost of $75/person which 
we understand, is less than half the industry standard 
for our type of ministry. The website is 2shareinc.org. 

Sunday, March 26th is UMCOR Sunday!  
Envelopes will be available in the pews for a special 
offering this Sunday.  

Mother Hubbard's Cupboard news 
The number of local families needing food is 
increasing. However, the overall donations to Mother 
Hubbard's Cupboard have decreased since 
Christmas. They are giving groceries to over 165 
families each time they're open. Please consider 
picking up one or two nonperishable food items for 
our brothers and sisters in need each time you get 
your groceries. Place donations in the grocery cart 
located in the Welcome Center. Imagine how much 
food Grace could donate if each family picked up one 
or two items for the Cupboard during their once a 
week grocery trip. 

 


