Grace Notes

August 9, 2026

Mission Statement

To draw people to Christ,
nourish their spirits, an
prepare them for service to God,
the Church, and the world.

OPPORTUNITIES OF THE WEEK
Sunday, August 9
9:30 am Fellowship time (coffee and lemonade)
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 am Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship Service
Monday, August 10
7:00 am Kitchen in use (Living Hope)
8:45 am Grace in Motion
10:00 am Senior Basketball
6:30 pm SPRC
Tuesday, August 11
9:00 am Bible Study with Pastor Benny
9:00 am Organist Practice
9:30 am Knitwerks @ Panera
11:00 am Street Choir
12:00 pm The Welcome Table
1:45 pm The Homeless Herald
5:30 pm Bootcamp
6:30 pm Finance Committee
6:30 pm Trinity Admin Council
7:00 pm Chorale Board
Wednesday, August 12
10:00 am Yoga
10:00 am Staff Meeting
2:00 pm Organist Practice
5:00 pm Worship Committee
7:30 pm Chancel Choir
Thursday, August 13
1:30 pm Practice in Sanctuary (flute)
5:30 pm Bootcamp
6:45 pm Basketball
Friday, August 14
8:45 am Grace In Motion
9:00 am Organist Practice
7:00 pm Flute Concert
Saturday, August 15
Sunday, August 16
9:30 am Fellowship time (coffee and lemonade)
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 am Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship Service

Offering and Attendance for 8/2/26

In-person Worship: 11:30am 160
Online Worship: 98

Operating Funds Received $ 13,125
Average Receipts Needed Weekly $ 17,100
Building Preservation Funds Received $ 340
Apportionments Paid Through July

July Financial Report
YTD Budget Receipts
YTD Expenses (2026)

$ 440,240
$ 492,376
Balance $(52,136)
YTD Building Preservation Receipts $ 66,986
YTD Building Preserv. Expenditures $ 82,508
Balance $(15,522)

Pipe Organ Fund $ 21,506
Keep Grace Cool Campaign $ 39,483
Keep Grace Cool Matching Gift $ 39,483

Total $ 78,966

Thank you for your faithfulness
and generosity.

On-line Sunday Worship Services Continue

This is the link:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCAK2z36cUQ1JzE6Ye7TzcGg

Grace United Methodist Church
401 Grace Street
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401
Ph/910.763.5197
website: gracedowntown.church

Use the QR code at right.
Or text: MyGift2Grace to 73256

Gifts may also be mailed to the address above.

Summer Book Club: Let's Talk

About Anxiety! EVERYONE
Pastor Jamie will be leading the LOVES
conversation and invites you to A
be a part of it. Purchase and
read the book, Everyone Loves a
Non-Anxious Presence: Calm
Down, Grow Up, and Live Your

Best Life. We'll gather on Sunday, /#.;’-”15":*
August 23, from 4:30-6:00 p.m.

at Grace UMC to discuss it

together. This short, accessible

book gives practical ways to become calmer, more
grounded people in our families, friendships, church,
and community.

NON-ANXIOUS

PRESENCE

Carm DowN, Grow Up,
AND L1ve YouRr BEsT LiFe

BY JACK SHITAMA

Whether anxiety is something you wrestle with
personally or you simply want to build healthier
relationships, this book offers simple wisdom for living
with greater peace and helping create communities
of shalom where everyone can thrive. There is
something for everyone to learn here!l

Backpack Blessings

Join us for our annual blessing during worship. We
invite students of all ages and any of those working in
the education field to bring their bags to church. We are
excited to bless you as the new school year begins! For
those unable to attend we will have blessed tags
available at the Welcome Center desk. Contact Kelsey
Keenan with questions: kelsey@gracedowntown.net.

Neighbor 2 Neighbor wrapping up

The first meeting of the Grace Task Force, since renamed the
Neighbor 2 Neighbor Committee was May 19, 2025. Since
that time, a number of amazing things were accomplished:

The Welcome Table has been revived and is thriving
Grants for the Welcome Table have been submitted
Protocols have been implemented for keeping the
grounds around Grace Church clean and orderly

+ Expectations have been set for interactions between the
unsheltered and Grace members and events

¢ Abicycle repair program has been created.

All the committee members worked and contributed in a
meaningful way and have the gratitude of members and
neighbors who benefit from these accomplishments. The
group was never meant to be a permanent entity and thus,
after input from members of the Committee, the decision has
been made to end the Neighbor 2 Neighbor committee.

Heartfelt thanks to all those who made these things happen.



https://www.amazon.com/Everyone-Loves-Non-Anxious-Presence-Calm/dp/B0CPWDH9B9/ref=sr_1_1?crid=C6L4NXNOW3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uLF32KDHP5G_InOX4Xb3Y6Zsw4vtvbPTIyBK6shRis2bNKM6Cfy4aucVUSGz3AqcKxJwVpFBljWxvoaye05E_5bKm_EB4UbLM4V8HFJmjF503CNFDk6WL8tEjTPsknZQCFw_mKl7
https://www.amazon.com/Everyone-Loves-Non-Anxious-Presence-Calm/dp/B0CPWDH9B9/ref=sr_1_1?crid=C6L4NXNOW3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uLF32KDHP5G_InOX4Xb3Y6Zsw4vtvbPTIyBK6shRis2bNKM6Cfy4aucVUSGz3AqcKxJwVpFBljWxvoaye05E_5bKm_EB4UbLM4V8HFJmjF503CNFDk6WL8tEjTPsknZQCFw_mKl7

Family of Linda Bostick (Leigh
Mabee’s mother)

Wendy Cupps (Gail Braun)

David’s family

Warren Frazier

Joanne Hamilton
Ed Hickmon
Joseph Huppmann

Frank Ipock
Tom Jordan
Sherry Layton

Prayer Requests

Leigh Mabee

Lisa McKeon (Rich’s wife)
Lori Morris (Ann Ipock)
Amanda Newell

Family of Don Stuber
Laura Witherington

Grace staff and volunteers

The unsheltered

All those affected by war
and natural disasters

Delaine & Ray Lester
Jennifer Lester
Frank Licari

If you have a prayer request, please contact
Marilee Tremlett at mtrem3@icloud.com.

You are Invited to a Flute Concert on Friday, August
14, 7:00 p.m. at Grace UMC—Free!

Born in Tennessee and raised in
North Carolina, Jonathan
Oldham is now a flutist, pianist,
and musician in Charlotte,
North Carolina. While in high
school, Jonathan participated in
the Youth Orchestra of
Charlotte as Principal Flutist and
served on the Raleigh Area
Flute Association board as the
High School Representative. Jonathan received his Bachelor of
Music in flute performance (2026) at Middle Tennessee State
University (MTSU). While at MTSU,

he performed as a finalist in the Raleigh Area Flute Association
Artist Competition and the National Flute Association Collegiate
Flute Choir. In his free time, Jonathan enjoys spending time

with his family and working on the family farm in Concord, NC.

Elizabeth (Libby) McCarthy Oldham, accompanist

Libby is a native of Wilmington, NC. She received the Bachelor
of Arts in Piano Performance and Music Education from
Campbell University and completed graduate studies in Fort
Worth, TX. Libby has served as a vocal and instrumental
accompanist, participating in state and regional competitions
for the National Association of Teachers of Singing. She also
participates in student and professional recitals, choral festivals
and concerts, and music camps. While living in Wilmington,
Libby served as one of the accompanists for Cape Fear Chorale
under the direction of Jerry Cribbs, Director of Music Ministries
of Grace UMC.

Libby now resides in Concord with her husband Larry. Flutist,
Jonathan Oldham, is their grandson.

Save the Date for the Cinderella’s Closet
Gala: February 6, 2027
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Please keep the following military persons in your prayers:

ETNCS Anthony Augustine, USN
PO1 Sean Baker, USN

Cpl. Matthew Brin, USA

LCpl. John Capwell, USMC
Sgt. Tim Cobaugh, USMC

Ltjg. Elizabeth Downing, USN
E3 Hadden Scott Dubel, USN
E6 William Chase Dubel, USA
E3 Caylen Folmar, USAF

E3 Taylor Folmar, USN

Sgt. Alex Gifford, USMC

CWO 3 Harrison James, USMC
SFC Woodrow Long, USA

Maj. Jason T. Hill, USSF

SFC Letty Long, USA

Capt. Benjamin Mabee, USMC
SSgt. Emily Olinger, USAF

Pvt. Steven Patterson, USA
SSgt. James Pritchett, USA
CDR Kevin Ringelstein, USN
SSgt. Andrew Ross, USMC
Capt. Brandon Showers, USMC
Capt. Robert Stockman, USMC
Michael Tate, USA

TSgt. Justin Tasby, USAF
E2 Cassie Wenz, USMC

And all military personnel

Epicurean Evening to benefit Methodist Home for Children
EPIC Evening for an EPIC Cause!
“Do something EPIC: Change a Life!”
“For one unbelievable night, we'll join our hearts and hands for
children whose lives could be safer, whose futures could be
brighter if only someone believed!”

Please join us for an exciting opportunity to help our children!
The Methodist Home for Children will again sponsor the
Epicurean Evening fundraiser. This gala event will be held at
the Burney Center at UNCW on Thursday, September 10,
2026. There will be a silent auction, tasting, and drinks at 5:30
PM followed by a program at 7 PM. The best chefs in
Wilmington donate their time and their best dishes! Grace has
been asked to sponsor at least one table at this event. The cost
per ticket is $200 per person. The proceeds from one table will
support one child for one year! You may register and/or make a
donation by writing a check to the Methodist Home for Children
c/o Jennifer Cooper, 1041 Washington St, Raleigh, NC 27605-
1259. Or pay by credit card by calling Jennifer Cooper at 919-
754-3625. (Indicate on your reservation that you are a member
of Grace.)

Please register and pay by August 28. Contact Cindy Henry
chenry@atmc.net or Regina Hawse rhawse@mhfc.org for
additional information.

Divine Grace next Gathering in August
When: Thursday August 20th, 6:00 pm
Where: Grace UMC-Bible Classroom
What: Game Night-Bring an appetizer to
share and a game that you like to play.

Please RSVP to mary@gracedowntown.net by August 18th, so
we can plan accordingly.

It is a blessing to pray with you

We are thinking of you! On behalf of the Congregational
Care Team at Grace United Methodist Church, we are
reaching out to see how you are doing. If you would like

a phone call or a short visit to bring you encouragement

or a listener, please call the church office, or Pastor Jack

at 910-552-4412 with a day and time that works best for you.

United Methodist Women in Faith

On October 17 the group will be holding a bazaar. Church
members are invited to purchase a table for $20. See Susan
Michaels or Dianna Florea to reserve your table. The
reservations will be open to others at the end of September.
See you at the bazaar!



