
Grace Notes 
    July 26, 2026 

In-person/Online Attendance & Offering 

For 7/19/2026  
  

In-person Worship Service       11:00 am           162 
                                           Online service      57      
                          

Operating Funds Received   $          6.983  
Average Receipts Needed Weekly  $        17,100 

Building Preservation Funds Received  $           580     
        

Apportionments Paid Through June 
 

June Financial Report 
  

YTD Budget Receipts                         $     386,371  

YTD Expenses (2026)                        $     420,163 

Balance                                          $    (33,792) 
 

YTD Bldg. Preserv. Receipts    $      65,216 

YTD Bldg. Preserv. Expenditures    $      82,508 

Balance                                     $    (17,292) 
 

Organ Fund Balance      $    21,506 
 

  

Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity. 
  

On-line Sunday Worship Services Continue  
  

This is the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCAK2Z36cUQ1JzE6Ye7TzcGg 

Grace United Methodist Church 

401 Grace Street 

    Wilmington, North Carolina  28401 

Ph/910.763.5197   

website: gracedowntown.church 

  

Use the QR code at right. 
 

 

  

 

Or text: MyGift2Grace to 73256  
Gifts may also be mailed to the address above. 

Mission Statement 
 

To draw people to Christ, 
nourish their spirits, and 

prepare them for service to God, 
the Church, and the world. 

OPPORTUNITIES OF THE WEEK 

     Sunday, July 26 

       9:30 am Fellowship time (coffee and lemonade) 

       9:45 am Sunday School 

     10:30 am Chancel Choir 

     11:00 am Worship Service 

     Monday, July 27 

       7:00 am Kitchen in use (Living Hope) 

       8:45 am Grace in Motion 

     10:00 am Camp Impact 

     Tuesday, July 28 

       9:00 am Bible Study with Pastor Benny 

       9:00 am Organist Practice 

     11:00 am Street Choir 

     12:00 pm The Welcome Table 

       1:45 pm The Homeless Herald 

       5:30 pm Bootcamp 

    Wednesday, July 29 

     10:00 am Yoga 

     10:00 am Staff Meeting 

     10:00 am Camp Impact 

       2:00 pm Organist Practice 

       3:30 pm Futsal 

       6:15 pm Grace Ringers  

       7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

    Thursday, July 30 

   5:30 pm Bootcamp 

     Friday, July 31 

       8:45 am Grace In Motion 

       9:00 am Organist Practice 

     10:00 am Trinity Backpack prep event 

     Saturday, August 2 

  3:00 pm Trinity Backpack packing event 

     Sunday, August 3 Holy Communion 

       9:30 am Fellowship time (coffee and lemonade) 

       9:45 am Sunday School 

     10:30 am Chancel Choir 

     11:00 am Worship Service 

 

********************************************************* 

 

Help Keep Grace Cool! 

The Grace UMC Admin Council and Trustees are kicking off a “Keep 

Grace Cool” capital campaign. 

Grace has 25 HVAC units that heat and cool our facility, many of which 

are well beyond their life expectancy. We replaced 3 failed units during 

the past 8 months, in the gym, in the children’s area and near the 

library. We have been able to keep the 2 large units that cool our 

sanctuary running with continued repairs, but those units are 24 years 

old and need to be replaced after this cooling season. The total need for 

HVAC work is $300,000. That is a very doable amount! We have been 

blessed with a very generous offer from a Grace benefactor to match 

dollar for dollar up to $150,000. So, every dollar you donate gets 

doubled! Amazing. This campaign is projected to run for 6 weeks. 

Be on the lookout for weekly updates. Please consider donating to our 

Keep Grace Cool Campaign. We need your help! 

Ways to give: 

Put checks in the collection plates or mail to Grace UMC, 401 Grace 

Street, Wilmington, NC 28401. When donating please write "Keep 

Grace Cool" or "HVAC" in the Memo line so that we can track it for the 

matching funds.  

Realm-Text: MyGift2Grace to 73256 select Capital Campaign (second 

in the pull down menu after Budget) 

Square- https://gracedowntown.square.site/#PgKoSZ  

If you send a payment through Square at the collection plate on the 

website, there isn't a way to add a memo, but you can email           

Ginny (Ginny@Gracedowntown.net) or Charles 

(Charles@Gracedowntown.net) and we will make sure the gift is  

designated. —Thank you! 

Help requested next weekend 

As you probably know, Trinity 

UMC has been occupying office 

space at Grace as they have 

been renovating their campus.  

We also have been storing their 

supplies for a big, annual “Back 

to School Blockparty” where  

they give away 800 backpacks 

to students in need.  

We have two opportunities to 

help with this great community 

project. 

They will be staging all the supplies on Friday, July 

31st  between 10 and 2 in the Grace Gym for the packing 

day. Then the actual Packing Day will be on Saturday, 

August 1st starting at 3 pm and concluding when the last 

backpack is stuffed. It usually takes about 2 hours when 

we have about 40 people. Please consider joining with 

Trinity to help in this meaningful way! 



  

  

  

ETNCS Anthony Augustine, USN 

PO1 Sean Baker, USN  

Cpl. Matthew Brin, USA  

LCpl. John Capwell, USMC 

Sgt. Tim Cobaugh, USMC 

Ltjg. Elizabeth Downing, USN 

E3 Hadden Scott Dubel, USN 

E6 William Chase Dubel, USA 

E3 Caylen Folmar, USAF 

E3 Taylor Folmar, USN 

Sgt. Alex Gifford, USMC 

CWO 3 Harrison James, USMC  

SFC Woodrow Long, USA 

  

Maj. Jason T. Hill, USSF 

SFC Letty Long, USA 

Capt. Benjamin Mabee, USMC 

SSgt. Emily Olinger, USAF 

Pvt. Steven Patterson, USA 

SSgt. James Pritchett, USA 

CDR Kevin Ringelstein, USN 

SSgt. Andrew Ross, USMC 

Capt. Brandon Showers, USMC 

Capt. Robert Stockman, USMC 

Michael Tate, USA 

TSgt. Justin Tasby, USAF 

E2 Cassie Wenz, USMC 

And all military personnel 

Prayer Requests 
Jennifer Lester 
Frank Licari 
Leigh Mabee 
Lori Morris (Ann Ipock) 
Amanda Newell 
Family of Mary Shuping 
Judy Smith 
 
Grace staff and volunteers 
The unsheltered 
All those affected by war 
and natural disasters 

 

 
Morris Allison 
Linda Bostick (Leigh Mabee’s 
mother) 

Wendy Cupps (Gail Braun) 
David’s family 
Janice Fladd 
Warren Frazier 
Family of Jan Hackett (sister of 
Bettye Broadwater) 

Ed Hickmon 
Joseph Huppmann 
Frank Ipock 
Sherry Layton 
Delaine & Ray Lester 

      Please keep the following military persons in your prayers: 

If you have a prayer request, please contact  

Marilee Tremlett at mtrem3@icloud.com. 

Next Welcome Table is Tuesday, July  28 

Thanks to many volunteers, the Welcome Table ministry 
continues to serve lunch the second and fourth Tuesdays of 
the month from 12 to 1:30 p. We can always use help and 
donations are appreciated. 

Sign up at the church website or the link in the Enews: 

https://gracedowntown.church/. 

Next Men's Breakfast: Saturday, August 8, 2026  
9:00—10:00 am 

Men, mark your calendars! Our next Men’s Breakfast is 
just around the corner on 
Saturday, August 8, 2026.  
 
Whether you’ve come to 
these in the past, or you're 
thinking about coming for 
the very first time, there’s a 
seat at the table for you.  
 
Sign up in the Welcome 
Center 
 
—Congregational Care 
Ministry 

Summer Book Club: Let's Talk About Anxiety! 

Pastor Jamie will be leading the conversation and 

invites you to be a part 

of it. Purchase and read 

the book, Everyone 

Loves a Non-Anxious 

Presence: Calm Down, 

Grow Up, and Live Your 

Best Life. We'll gather 

on Sunday, August 23, 
from 4:30–6:00 p.m. 

at Grace UMC to discuss 

it together.  

 

This short, accessible 

book gives practical 

ways to become calmer, 

more  grounded people 

in our families, 

friendships, church, and community. 

Whether anxiety is something you wrestle with 

personally or you simply want to build healthier 

relationships, this book offers  simple wisdom for 

living with greater peace and helping create 

communities of shalom where everyone can 

thrive. There is something for everyone to learn 

here! 

You are Invited to a Flute Concert on Friday, August 

14, 7:00 p.m. at Grace UMC—Free! 
 

Born in Tennessee and raised 

in North Carolina, Jonathan 

Oldham is now a flutist, 

pianist, and musician in 

Charlotte, North Carolina. 

While in high school, Jonathan 

participated in the Youth 

Orchestra of Charlotte as 

Principal Flutist and served on 

the Raleigh Area Flute 

Association board as the High School Representative. Jonathan 

received his Bachelor of Music in flute performance (2026) at 

Middle Tennessee State University (MTSU). While at MTSU,  

he performed as a finalist in the Raleigh Area Flute Association 

Artist Competition and the National Flute Association Collegiate 

Flute Choir. In his free time, Jonathan enjoys spending time 

with his family and working on the family farm in Concord, NC. 
 

Elizabeth (Libby) McCarthy Oldham, accompanist 

Libby is a native of Wilmington, NC. She received the Bachelor 

of Arts in Piano Performance and Music Education from 

Campbell University and completed graduate studies in Fort 

Worth, TX. Libby has served as a vocal and instrumental 

accompanist, participating in state and regional competitions 

for the National Association of Teachers of Singing. She also 

participates in student and professional recitals, choral festivals 

and concerts, and music camps. While living in Wilmington, 

Libby served as one of the accompanists for Cape Fear Chorale 

under the direction of Jerry Cribbs, Director of Music Ministries 

of Grace UMC. 

 

Libby now resides in Concord with her husband Larry. Flutist, 

Jonathan Oldham, is their grandson. 

Suor Angelica & Cavalleria   

Rusticana Opera this weekend 

July 26 (3 pm), final performance 

Mainstage Theatre, UNCW      

Sung in Italian with English       

subtitles  

To order by phone,                      

call 910-962-3500. T-TH 

Website: operawilmington.org  

Opera Wilmington Facebook https://www.facebook.com/

share/19JHWLGoDh/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

https://www.amazon.com/Everyone-Loves-Non-Anxious-Presence-Calm/dp/B0CPWDH9B9/ref=sr_1_1?crid=C6L4NXNOW3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uLF32KDHP5G_InOX4Xb3Y6Zsw4vtvbPTIyBK6shRis2bNKM6Cfy4aucVUSGz3AqcKxJwVpFBljWxvoaye05E_5bKm_EB4UbLM4V8HFJmjF503CNFDk6WL8tEjTPsknZQCFw_mKl7
https://www.amazon.com/Everyone-Loves-Non-Anxious-Presence-Calm/dp/B0CPWDH9B9/ref=sr_1_1?crid=C6L4NXNOW3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uLF32KDHP5G_InOX4Xb3Y6Zsw4vtvbPTIyBK6shRis2bNKM6Cfy4aucVUSGz3AqcKxJwVpFBljWxvoaye05E_5bKm_EB4UbLM4V8HFJmjF503CNFDk6WL8tEjTPsknZQCFw_mKl7
https://www.amazon.com/Everyone-Loves-Non-Anxious-Presence-Calm/dp/B0CPWDH9B9/ref=sr_1_1?crid=C6L4NXNOW3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uLF32KDHP5G_InOX4Xb3Y6Zsw4vtvbPTIyBK6shRis2bNKM6Cfy4aucVUSGz3AqcKxJwVpFBljWxvoaye05E_5bKm_EB4UbLM4V8HFJmjF503CNFDk6WL8tEjTPsknZQCFw_mKl7

