Grace Notes

July 12, 2026

Mission Statement
To draw people to Christ,

nourish their spirits, and
prepare them for service to God,
the Church, and the world.

OPPORTUNITIES OF THE WEEK

Sunday, July 12

9:30 am Fellowship time (coffee and lemonade)

9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 am Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship Service
Monday, July 13
7:00 am Kitchen in use (Living Hope)
8:45 am Grace in Motion
10:00 am Camp Impact
5:00 pm Trustees
6:30 pm Basketball
Tuesday, July 14
9:00 am Bible Study with Pastor Benny
9:00 am Organist Practice
9:30 am Knitwerks (@Panera)
11:00 am Street Choir
12:00 pm The Welcome Table
1:45 pm The Homeless Herald
5:30 pm Bootcamp
6:30 pm Finance
7:00 pm Chorale Board meeting
7:00 pm Basketball
Wednesday, July 15
10:00 am Yoga
10:00 am Camp Impact
10:30 am Staff Meeting (offsite)
1:00 pm Neighbor 2 Neighbor
2:00 pm Organist Practice
6:15 pm Grace Ringers
7:30 pm Chancel Choir
Thursday, July 16
5:30 pm Bootcamp
Friday, July 17
8:45 am Grace In Motion
9:00 am Organ Practice
Saturday, July 18

Sunday, July 19

9:30 am Fellowship time (coffee and lemonade)

9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 am Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship Service

In-person/Online Attendance & Offering
For 7/5/2026

In-person Worship Service 11:00 am 174

Online service 76
Operating Funds Received $ 10,711
Average Receipts Needed Weekly $ 17,100
Building Preservation Funds Received $ 625

Apportionments Paid Through June
June Financial Report

YTD Budget Receipts $ 386,371
YTD Expenses (2026) $ 420,163
Balance $ (33,792)
YTD Bldg. Preserv. Receipts $ 65,216
YTD Bldg. Preserv. Expenditures $ 82,508
Balance $ (17,292)
Organ Fund Balance $ 20,856

Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity.

On-line Sunday Worship Services Continue

This is the link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCAK2z36cUQ1JzEBYe7TzcGg

Grace United Methodist Church
401 Grace Street
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401
Ph/910.763.5197
website: gracedowntown.church

Use the QR code at right.

Or text: MyGift2Grace to 73256
Gifts may also be mailed to the address above.

From the Treasurer

For those members who give to Grace directly from funds
in investment accounts into our Grace Account, be
advised that we no longer use Wells Fargo Bank. PLEASE
call the church office and ask for Ginny for instructions for
direct future (electronic) giving. This is effective
immediately. —Thank you!

The New Schulmerich Handbells Have Arrived!

First, thank you again for your prayers and generous support in helping purchase three new octaves
(37 handbells) of Schulmerich handbells. The handbells have arrived and are stored in their new
cases. They will be rung for the first time during our 11:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, July 26.
We hope you will join us for this special occasion as we play these beautiful new instruments

to the glory of God.




Morris Allison Lori Morris (Ann Ipock)
Linda Bostick (Leigh Mabee’s ~ Amanda Newell

mother) Family of Rodman Roberts
Wendy Cupps (Gail Braun) Mary Shuping
David’s family Judy Smith
Warren Frazier
Ed Hickmon Grace staff and volunteers
Joseph Huppmann The unsheltered
Frank Ipock All those affected by war
Sherry Layton and natural disasters
Delaine & Ray Lester
Jennifer Lester
Frank Licari
Leigh Mabee

Marilee Tremlett at mtrem3@icloud.com.

Divine Grace next Gathering in August

(No gathering in June and July):

When: Thursday August 20th, 6:00 pm

Where: Grace UMC-Bible Classroom

What: Game Night-Bring an appetizer to share and a
game that you like to play.

Please RSVP to mary@gracedowntown.net by August
18th, so we can plan accordingly.

Prayer Requests

If you have a prayer request, please contact

Kids for Christ

There will be no Kids for Christ on Sundays from
July 5th-August 16. It will resume on

Sunday, August 23rd.

THE WELCOME TABLE

TUESDAY
........... July 11 <

Note New Time 12:00-1:30

Next Welcome Table this Tuesday, July 14
Thanks to many volunteers, the Welcome Table ministry
continues to serve lunch the second and fourth Tuesdays of
the month. As we continue to refine what works best for
everyone, including our neighbors, we have decided to
change the serving times to 12 noon to 1:30p.

We can always use help and donations are appreciated.

Sign up at the church website or the link on the enews:
https://gracedowntown.church/.

Wishlist items can be purchased at this QR code:

Please keep the following military persons in your prayers:

ETNCS Anthony Augustine, USN
PO1 Sean Baker, USN

Cpl. Matthew Brin, USA

LCpl. John Capwell, USMC
Sgt. Tim Cobaugh, USMC

Ltjg. Elizabeth Downing, USN
E3 Hadden Scott Dubel, USN
E6 William Chase Dubel, USA
E3 Caylen Folmar, USAF

E3 Taylor Folmar, USN

Sgt. Alex Gifford, USMC

CWO 3 Harrison James, USMC
SFC Woodrow Long, USA

Maj. Jason T. Hill, USSF

SFC Letty Long, USA

Capt. Benjamin Mabee, USMC
SSgt. Emily Olinger, USAF
Pvt. Steven Patterson, USA
SSgt. James Pritchett, USA
CDR Kevin Ringelstein, USN
SSgt. Andrew Ross, USMC
Capt. Brandon Showers, USMC
Capt. Robert Stockman, USMC
Michael Tate, USA

TSgt. Justin Tasby, USAF
E2 Cassie Wenz, USMC

And all military personnel

THE HYMNS WE SING-

Few hymns carry a story as rich and unexpected as The
God of Abraham Praise. It has been called the most Jewish
of all Christian hymns and the tune happens to be one of
my favorites.

The background of the hymn reaches back to the Hebrew
poem “Yigdal,” a poem summarizing the Thirteen Articles
of Faith associated with the great Jewish scholar Moses
Maimonides. Its opening words magnify the living God,
eternal, holy, and worthy of praise. In Christian hymnals,
this hymn found new expression through the words of
Thomas Olivers, a Welsh Methodist preacher and follower
of John Wesley.

Around 1770, Olivers attended a Sabbath-Eve service at a
London synagogue. There he heard the cantor Meyer Lyon
-known professionally as Leoni- sing the “Yigdal.” The
music and worship made a lasting impression on him.
Inspired by what he had heard, Olivers wrote an English
paraphrase that drew on the Hebrew original while giving
the text a Christian voice. In gratitude for the cantor
whose singing had moved him, Olivers named the tune
LEONI.

Olivers’ own life makes the hymn even more compelling.
Orphaned as a child and apprenticed as a shoemaker, he
experienced a dramatic conversion under the preaching of
George Whitefield, one of the founders of Methodism and
the evangelical movement. John Wesley recognized
Olivers’ gifts and encouraged him to become a Methodist
evangelist. Olivers traveled widely, preaching throughout
England and Ireland, often facing hardship and opposition.
Out of that life of grace and calling came his best-known
hymn, a song that praises the God who calls, sustains, and
saves.

As we sing this hymn (shortened from its original 13
verses), we do more than remember a remarkable story
from hymn history. We confess the faithfulness of the
living God. We praise the One who called Abraham, spoke
to Moses, kept covenant with his people, and reigns
forever.

—Leslie Bergbower, Organist

Next Men's Breakfast: Saturday, August 8, 2026
9:00—10:00 am

Men, mark your calendars! Our next Men'’s Breakfast is
just around the corner on Saturday, August 8, 2026.
Whether you’ve come to these in the past, or you're
thinking about coming for the very first time, there’s a
seat at the table for you.
—Congregational Care Ministry



